
BATH COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  INFORMATION  {       }                    ACTION  {   X   }                     CLOSED MEETING  {      } 
 
 

SUBJECT: SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT - ACTION 
 

School Attendance Regulations – JED-R 
 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

 Truancy actions come from amendments to § 22.1-258 and § 22.1-262.  Much of the existing legislation  
 remains intact.  When a student is absent with no evidence that parents are aware of the absence, a  
 reasonable effort to contact the parent by phone is still required to get an explanation.  Under existing  
 law, this effort can be made by the school principal or his designee, the attendance officer, other school  
 personnel, or volunteers organized by the school administration for this purpose. 
 

 There is a change to the procedure to follow when a student has failed to report to school for a total of  
 five (5) school days and there is no indication that parents are aware of the absences.  Under the new  
 legislation, the school principal or his designee must make a reasonable effort to make direct contact with  
 the parent through the telephone or through the use of other communication devices to obtain an  
 explanation for the absences. 
 

 When an attendance problem has been identified, a plan to resolve the problem remains in the law.  The  
 school principal or designee is responsible for developing the plan.  If the student is absent for more than  
 one additional day after direct contact with the parent is made and there is no evidence the parent  
 knows, the school principal or designee shall schedule a conference with the student, parent, and school  
 personnel.  The conference may include the attendance officer and other community service providers to  
 resolve the issues. 
 

 The above is consistent with existing law.  Amendments to the law include the following: 
 

 The conference must be held no later than ten (10) school days after the tenth absence of the student, 
regardless of whether his parent approves of the conference. 

 The conference team must monitor the student’s attendance and may meet again as necessary to 
address concerns and plan additional interventions if attendance does not improve. 

 In circumstances in which the parent is intentionally noncompliant with compulsory attendance 
requirements or the student is resisting parental efforts to comply with compulsory attendance 
requirements, the principal or his designee shall make a referral to the attendance officer. 

 The attendance officer shall schedule a conference with the student and his or her parent within ten 
(10) school days and may file a complaint with the juvenile and domestic relations court alleging the 
student is a child in need of supervision or institute proceedings against the parent alleging that the 
parent is not following the law. 

 In filing a complaint against the student, written documentation of the efforts to comply with the 
provisions of the law must be provided.  In the event that both parents have been awarded joint 
physical custody and the school has received notice of such order, both parents shall be notified at 
the last known addresses of the parents. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Recommend approval of revised regulation JED-R to support policy JED as  
 approved on June 28, 2018. 
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